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The t l rs t  c lay o1 'Decet l lbcr  sets scver l i l  l l l i lcs to l lcs l t r r  or ' t r  ) 'c i l f '  Thot lghts of

Christmas and the l-estivit ics associated with this special I lol iday f l l l  oLrr surroutrdir.tgs'

Iror others, the realization that the f irst day of the last month i las started cau sctld panic

through our veit-ts. Ilor sotle it rllay be firn to loctts oll il llcw beginning that a 11s11' !ci1r

can bring. LIor,vever, 1l 'orI a legisl i i t ive stand point, i t  tr larks thc f lrst day that lcgislat iorl

cau be f l lcd fbr  the t text  le 'g is le t i r  c  scss iot l '

This nti lcstor-rc in i tselt 'gi l ,es us a l i int that Jltuuary is conlir lg atld i l  t le$' sertsott is

n.or. lonuurt I ; ; t" iLi"rark thc i" dny of scssiott artd thc begi ' l l ing of cor'rnt lcss hout's of

hearings, give and take, public testimopy, research, debatc and voting to detct ' t t l i r le thc

outcome of bi l ls tropingio beco,Ie larv. 'The prel i l ing datc of December l" siurply ularks

the begin.ing of the ' . frbcri 'g of each piece of legislat ion f i led. This ntrnrbering process

is cri t ical to the tracking of each proposal and gocs throtrgh a sir l l i lar process ir l  the

N'l issouri  [JoLtsc l t t ld Sct late.

S . r r rc  t r1  t l t csc  b i l l s  l rc  bnrnd  ncu and vc t  o thc l ' s  u ' i l l  l l c  t l cu  t ' c t l t l i t i t l t t s  o1- t l l c l c t '

t l t c ' t c s .  \ l r r r t r  e l  t h c s c  i t l c l r :  l t l c  t h c  p l t l t i L r , - t  t t 1 ' t t t L t t ' 5 L l g q c s t i o l l s .  O t h e l ' s  t ' i l l c t l l t t e  I l ' o t l l

i l t l r y i t lL r r r l  t l cp l r ; tp tcp ls  o l  gor  c rnn . lc l r t  ( ) r '  spcc i t i c  i t l t c t ' cs l  g l 'oL l l )s .  I {cgarc l l css  o l . t l l c

soL l rcc .  t i r c  p roccss  to  bcc t r rnc  l i r r i ' i s  a  s lo t 'anc l  c l i l ' l l cu l t  t ra i l .  Of  rhc  cs t i r l la te t l  nvc l l ' c -

hLrndred ro f l l iccn-hLrnclrccl  bi l ls to bc f i lcd in cach chantbcr,  typical ly ol l ly or le-hl t t tc lred

to one-hundred artcl  l i t ty '  rr  i l l  becott le '  l r t rv.

T6is is Lls our lounders of this great state envisioned. Nerv state statutes should be

thoroLrghlV reviervecl  apd chal ler lged befbre becomilg larv.  Perhaps yol l r  December l"

* , i l l  bc unevcntf i r l .  but unclcrstancl ing the lcgislat ivc l t roccss is i t l lportat l t  to t l ic

govental tce of oLtr  statc.  Flavc a great Dccet lrber '

I f  you havc qlest lous or cournrcuts about this or arty other isst- tc,  Please t tc l  t icc

to  contac t  n tc  a t  (573)  751-8793 or  by  emai l  a t  dc lbcr tsco t t ( .= r  se l r i l t c .s t r r te ' r l l ( ) . r ' r s .


